
Native and 
non-native 
peoples

TOWARD RIGHT RELATIONSHIPS WITH NATIVE PEOPLES

The story of what I have learned so far about Native peoples and how to move 
toward right relationships among us
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We begin by acknowledging that the Land between Two Rivers, where we sit and stand 

today, has been the traditional homeland for many independent nations. These include 

the Ioway and the Otoe, who were here since before recorded time. The Omaha and the 

Ponca were here, moving to new lands before white settlers arrived. The Pawnee used this 

land for hunting grounds. The Sioux, Sauk and Meskwaki were here long before European 

settlers came. Members of many different Indigenous nations have lived on these plains. 

Let us remember that we occupy their homeland and that this land was taken by force. 

Today, only the Meskwaki Nation, the Red Earth People, maintain their sovereignty on 

their land in the state of Iowa. They persevered and refused to be dispossessed of their 

home. Place names all over our state recognize famous Meskwaki chiefs of the 1800s like 

Poweshiek, Wapello, Appanoose, and Taiomah or Tama. We honor the Meskwaki Nation 

for their courage, and for maintaining their language, culture and spirituality. May our time 

together bring respectful new openings for right relationship to grow. 

The Iowa Land Acknowledgement Statement that has been reviewed by the 
Meskwaki Nation. Iowa Land Acknowledgement
We begin by acknowledging that the Land between Two Rivers, where we sit and 
stand today, has been the traditional homeland for many independent nations. These 
include the Ioway and the Otoe, who were here since before recorded time. The 
Omaha and the Ponca were here, moving to new lands before white settlers arrived. 
The Pawnee used this land for hunting grounds. The Sioux, Sauk and Meskwaki were 
here long before European settlers came. Members of many different Indigenous 
nations have lived on these plains. Let us remember that we occupy their homeland 
and that this land was taken by force. Today, only the Meskwaki Nation, the Red Earth 
People, maintain their sovereignty on their land in the state of Iowa. They persevered 
and refused to be dispossessed of their home. Place names all over our state 
recognize famous Meskwaki chiefs of the 1800s like Poweshiek, Wapello, Appanoose, 
and Taiomah or Tama. We honor the Meskwaki Nation for their courage, and for 
maintaining their language, culture and spirituality. May our time together bring 
respectful new openings for right relationship to grow. 
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Long’s Peak

Rocky 
Mountain 
National Park

Colorado

The idea that someday I might not be able to see the mountains I came to love during 
family camping trips shook me and set me on a path to do whatever I could to protect 
Mother Earth.
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Long’s Peak, Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado  (my photos)
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My spiritual environmental journey led me to 
indigenous peoples

Lifelong concern for environmental destruction

Failure to convince others to give up personal cars

We are now beginning to see the consequences

What can we do now?

Where are examples of environmental integrity?

Indigenous peoples

How my spiritual environmental journey led me to Indigenous peoples. Lifelong 
concern for environmental destruction, failure to convince others to give up personal 
cars, we are now beginning to see the consequences, what can we do now?  Where 
are examples of environmental integrity?  Indigenous peoples.
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I have just begun to learn about 

Native peoples and would like to 

share some of what I’ve learned

One reason I have sought 

connections with Native peoples is 

to learn how to deal with our 

evolving environmental chaos

Another reason is because I 

thought Native peoples and 

Quakers shared some spiritual 

beliefs

Before Native and non-native 

people can work together, we 

need to understand and trust 

each other

What I have learned so far. One reason I have sought connections with Native peoples 
is to learn how to deal with our evolving environmental chaos. I also thought and 
have since learned about shared spiritual beliefs among Quakers and Native peoples. 
But I also knew I had to find a way that Native people could get to know and trust 
non-native people.
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Prairie Awakening  Kuehn Conservation Area 

One way I began to learn about Native peoples was by attending public events like 
Prairie Awakening/Prairie Awoke, an event my Quaker meeting, Bear Creek Friends 
has been involved with since the celebration began. 
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Meskwaki Powwow

I also attended the Meskwaki Powwow. Being aware of the concept of cultural 
appropriation, I got permission to take photos of the public ceremonies and was 
asked to share them with the powwow, which I did. The photos were then posted on 
the powwow’s Facebook page.
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Battling the Black Snake

 The coming of the Dakota Access and 

Keystone XL pipelines have fulfilled the 

Lakota prophecy of a terrible black snake 

meant to bring harm to the people of Turtle 

Island. Our Native organizers stand on the 

front lines every day to protect the sacred 

systems of Unci Maka, our Grandmother 

Earth. Mni Wiconi—water is life!

Battling the Black Snake. The coming of the Dakota Access and Keystone XL pipelines 
have fulfilled the Lakota prophecy of a terrible black snake meant to bring harm to 
the people of Turtle Island. Our Native organizers stand on the front lines every day to 
protect the sacred systems of Unci Maka, out Grandmother Earth. Mni Wiconi-water 
is life!
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Water Protector

 The water protector name, analysis and style of 

activism arose from Indigenous communities in North 

America, during the Dakota Access Pipeline protests 

at the Standing Rock Indian Reservation, that began 

in April 2016, in North Dakota. 



Water Protector: The water protector name, analysis and style of activism arose from 
Indigenous communities in North America, during the Dakota Access Pipeline 
protests at the Standing Rock Indian Reservation, that began in April 2016, in North 
Dakota. 
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Water Protector

 However, the concept of protecting the water as a 
sacred duty is much older. Water protectors are 

distinguished from other forms of environmental 

activists by this philosophy and approach that is 

rooted in an Indigenous cultural perspective that sees 

water and the land as sacred.

However, the concept of protecting the water as a sacred duty is much older. Water 
protectors are distinguished from other forms of environmental activists by this 
philosophy and approach that is rooted in an Indigenous cultural perspective that 
sees water and the land as sacred.
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Water Protector

 From this perspective, the reasons for 

protection of water are older, more 

holistic, and integrated into a larger 

cultural and spiritual whole than in 

most modern forms of environmental 

activism which may be more based 

in seeing water and other extractive 

resources as commodities.

From this perspective, the reasons for protection of water are older, more holistic, 
and integrated into a larger cultural and spiritual whole than in most modern forms of 
environmental activism which may be more based in seeing water and other 
extractive resources as commodities.
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Keystone Pledge 
of Resistance

"I pledge, if necessary, to 
join others in my community, 
and engage in acts of 
dignified, peaceful civil 
disobedience that could 
result in my arrest in order to 
send the message to 
President Obama and his 
administration that they must 
reject the Keystone XL 
pipeline.”

Over 97,000 signed the Pledge

"I pledge, if necessary, to join others in my community, and engage in acts of 
dignified, peaceful civil disobedience that could result in my arrest in order to send 
the message to President Obama and his administration that they must reject the 
Keystone XL pipeline.“  Over 97,000 signed the Pledge
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Route of the 
Keystone 
Pipeline

Route of the Keystone pipeline
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2013

Keystone Pledge of 
Resistance

Nonviolent direct-
action training

The first pipeline project to catch the attention of environmental groups was the fight 
to prevent the permit for the Keystone XL Pipeline (2013).  To try to stop the approval 
of the Keystone XL pipeline by the Obama administration, CREDO and the Rainforest 
Action Network (RAN) held training session on how to plan and execute a nonviolent 
direct action in each city where the training occurred. 400 Action Leads were trained 
who in turn trained 4,000 people locally. In Indianapolis our plan was to block the 
doors of the Federal Building in downtown Indianapolis. We held 6 training sessions 
and trained about 65 people.
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We held numerous gatherings to try to make others aware of the dangers posed by 
the Keystone XL pipeline. 
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Our US Senator, Joe Donnelly, supported the pipeline because of the jobs it would 
create. He stopped saying that when the Indianapolis Star published my letter to the 
editor that pointed out the pipeline would create less than 100 jobs.
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Nonviolent training from 

#NoKXL used for #NoDAPL

#NoDAPL Indianapolis     Defeat the Black Snake  In 2016 a new pipeline, the Dakota 
Access Pipeline (DAPL) was proposed to be built by Trans Canada to take tar sands 
product from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico. When we learned Joshua Taflinger and 
Brandy Heron of the White Pine Wilderness Academy wanted to organize to oppose 
the pipeline (#NoDAPL) those of us who had done the Keystone training were glad to 
help organize the #NoDAPL efforts.
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2018 

US Bank –

Minneapolis

Super Bowl

In 2017 I moved from Indianapolis to Iowa. I wanted to connect with environmental 
activists here and continued to look for ways to connect with Native people. I had 
heard of Ed Fallon and Bold Iowa. When I learned he was taking a van of people to 
Minneapolis the weekend the Super Bowl was to be played there, I signed up. Not 
knowing who else would and that I hadn’t met Ed in person, yet, I was sure this 
would help me connect to water protectors in Iowa. It did do that beyond my wildest 
dreams. Donnielle Wanatee, who I had met before, was there. Also Kathy Byrnes and 
Ed Fallon. I also met Trisha CaxSep GuWiga Etringer. Then in Minneapolis I saw 
Christine Nobiss again. All of these people would walk on the First Nation-Farmer 
Climate Unity March with me in September. And we would meet at various events 
after the March.
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We went to Minneapolis to demonstrate in front of the US Bank headquarters, and 
because the Super Bowl was going to be played the next day in the US Bank stadium. 
US Bank is one of those that funds fossil fuel projects including DAPL.
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How to create connections between 
different communities or cultures?

Do NOT ask or expect to be taught

Don’t be a burden

Listen deeply—this is how you learn

Do NOT offer suggestions/leadership until invited to do so

When invited to do so, speak from your own experience

Focus on building friendships

Be honest

Accept being vulnerable

How to create connections between different communities or cultures?  Do NOT ask 
of expect to be taught. Don’t be a burden. Listen deeply-this is how you learn. Do 
NOT offer suggestions/leadership until invited to do so. When invited to do so, speak 
from your own experience. Focus on building friendships. Be honest. Accept being 
vulnerable.
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94 miles Des Moines to Fort Dodge

along the path of the Dakota Access Pipeline.

The First Nation-Farmer Climate-Unity March involved about 40 Native and non-
native people who walked and camped along the route of the Dakota Access Pipeline 
from Des Moines to Fort Dodge, 94 miles, September 1 – 8, 2018. The purpose was 
for us to get to know each other so we could work on issues of common interest or 
concern after the March. It succeeded in doing that very well. 
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The tipi was setup where we camped several times. We walked and slept in extreme 
rainstorms for the first 4 days.  Some of the most powerful experiences occurred 
when we joined hands in a circle, and someone would offer prayers, every time we 
crossed the pipeline, about 8 different times. Every time was solemn and sacred.
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This photo appeared in the story about the March in the Fort Dodge Messenger. 
Miriam saved the day for many of us when she treated our blisters.  “Jeff Kisling, of 
Indianola, didn’t count the exact number of steps he took during the First Nation 
Farmer Climate Unity March on the 94 miles between Des Moines and downtown 
Fort Dodge.
Instead, Saturday found him sitting on a bench in front of the Fort Dodge Public 
Library during the Celebration of March picking rocks out of the worn treads of his 
shoes and checking on a blister pad attached with duct tape.
“I wore out my first pair,” he said. “They were my running shoes. This is my backup 
pair.”
The march, which is intended to draw attention to environmental issues and, 
particularly, the legal case against the Dakota Access Pipeline, is also a vehicle for 
unity.
Kisling, a Quaker, enjoyed learning about the Native American beliefs of his fellow 
marchers.” 
The Messenger, Oct 31, 2019 https://www.messengernews.net/…/…/09/many-steps-
one-journey/
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Donnielle Wanatee   Meskwaki Nation

Donnielle Wanatee spoke at the end of the March. We were sorry for it to end, but 
many of us have kept in touch since.
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Decolonize

Education Healing

I am so grateful the experience of the March allowed me the opportunity, finally, to 
create friendships with Native people.  I realized, though, that I have a lot to learn 
about being a colonizer. Trisha CaxSep GuWiga Etringer gave us a great presentation 
about colonization on the last night of the March, as we sat around the campfire. 
Decolonizing involves both education and healing.
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Education
 We should acknowledge those who once lived on the 

ground we are on today

 We need to learn the true history of white settlers who 
colonized the lands of what is now the United States and 
Canada

 It is important to understand the terrible history of Indian 
boarding schools.

 We cannot build bridges with Native people if we don’t  
understand the trauma that continues to this day from 
forced assimilation. 

 This trauma has passed to each succeeding generation 
and is an “open wound” in Native communities today

 It is also important to know about the epidemic of Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous Women

 Education: 

 We should acknowledge those who once lived on the ground we are on today

 We need to learn the true history of white settlers who colonized the lands of what is now the 
United States and Canada

 It is important to understand the terrible history of Indian boarding schools.

 We cannot build bridges with Native people if we don’t  understand the trauma 
that continues to this day from forced assimilation. 

 This trauma has passed to each succeeding generation and is an “open wound” 
in Native communities today

 It is also important to know about the epidemic of Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women
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Several of us helped or participated in a number of events related to Quaker Paula 
Palmer’s work “Toward Right Relationships with Native Peoples.”  These photos are 
from the interactive workshop, “Roots of Injustice, Seeds of Change.” Following a 
script, rugs representing land are removed at various times related to the theft of 
Native land at various times in history. The number of people, representing Native 
peoples, decreases related to times in history when significant deaths occurred,. In 
the end, little land and few Native people are left.
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Another presentation, “The Quaker Indian Boarding Schools: Facing our History and 
Ourselves” presents that cultural genocide and deaths of many Native children who 
were forced to go to the boarding schools. The stated purpose was to help them 
assimilate into White culture, but the actual consequences were both horrific, and 
that trauma has been passed from generation to generation, and continues to affect 
Native peoples today.
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There is also an epidemic of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women (MMIW). 
“Over 90 percent of Native American women have experienced some sort of violence 
in their lifetime. 86% of those women are sexual assaulted by a non-tribal member. 
Our men and children also experience this increased violence. Tribal courts can't try 
non-Native individuals, which means non-natives can commit crimes on Native 
American land—including sexual assault—with virtually zero consequence. In the 
United States, mainstream society fails to address this crisis even though it’s at 
epidemic proportions. Indigenous peoples are raped, assaulted, abused, murdered, 
and kidnapped at rates far above the national average.” Seeding Sovereignty. 
https://seedingsovereignty.org/mmiw
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During the March we learned some about Native ways of living sustainably on 
Mother Earth. One evening my friend and Scattergood Friends School classmate, Lee 
Tesdell spoke about some of his progressive agricultural practices, which lead to 
some interesting discussions with Native perspectives.
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White people with fossil fuel, growth economy has led to the current environmental 
crisis. Native peoples have maintained the sacred and environmentally sound ways of 
life.
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At Senator Grassley’s Des Moines office to talk about Native issues legislation

One of the first things some of us from the March did together was visit with Senator 
Grassley’s staff in Des Moines about several Native legislative issues, include 
Savannah's Act and the SURVIVE act.
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Indigenous Led 
Green New Deal

Many of us who care about Mother Earth are hopeful about the prospects of a Green 
New Deal. Learning from Native people on the March, I/we can see how important it 
is that a Green New Deal be Indigenous led. Three of the photos above were taken 
when the Green New Deal Tour came to Des Moines. The audience was full of around 
450 people. Trisha and Lakasha were part of the program. Trisha opened the event, 
and she and Lakasha spoke of the importance of Native leadership. The other photo 
is from the evening when Lee Tesdell spoke with us, referenced earlier.
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Indigenous Led Green New Deal

The water protector movement that started at 

Standing Rock will find a home in the Green New Deal. 

Chase Iron Eyes
Lead Counsel
Lakota People’s Law Project

“The water protector movement that started at Standing Rock will find a home in the 
Green New Deal.” Chase Iron Eyes, Lead Counsel, Lakota People’s Law Project.
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Indigenous Led Green New Deal

Let’s look at the Indigenous Peoples that have survived 

genocide and continue to carry on their ways—ways 

which can save the world. Let’s look to our tribal nations for 

an Indigenous-led regenerative economy created through 

traditional ecological knowledge. 

Let’s look at the Indigenous Peoples that have survived genocide and continue to 
carry on their ways—ways which can save the world. Let’s look to our tribal nations 
for an Indigenous-led regenerative economy created through traditional ecological 
knowledge. 
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Indigenous Led Green New Deal

An effective way we can protect, preserve and restore 

the climate is by seeing and taking the word of people 
who fight colonial oppression by tenaciously holding onto 

traditions that tell a different story about this planet.

Let’s get funds to Indigenous Peoples first. We have 

answers.

Let’s break the money cycle that stays in white circles, 

Christine Nobiss, Seeding Sovereignty, Sept 2, 2019

An effective way we can protect, preserve and restore the climate is by seeing and 
taking the word of people who fight colonial oppression by tenaciously holding onto 
traditions that tell a different story about this planet. Let’s get funds to Indigenous 
Peoples first. We have answers. Let’s break the money cycle that stays in white 
circles, Christine Nobiss, Seeding Sovereignty, Sept 2, 2019
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Healing
1. Recognize that harm has been done: acknowledge that injury or 
harm has taken place

2. A real apology is sincerely made, and forgiveness requested: 
the person or institution that harmed another apologizes in a sincere 
and appropriate way, admits the specific harmful actions they have 
committed, and asks for forgiveness

3. Accepting the apology and forgiving the wrongdoer: the 
harmed person or community accepts the apology and forgives

4. Acts of atonement; the process of making things right: the 
parties agree on voluntary acts of atonement by the wrongdoer that 
will wipe the slate clean

5. Healing and reconciliation: the atonement acts are carried out 
in a process that fosters justice and compassion and genuine 
friendship

In the Light of Justice: The Rise of Human Rights in Native America 
and the U.N. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, by 
Pawnee attorney, Walter Echo-Hawk

Healing: 1. Recognize that harm has been done: acknowledge that injury or harm 
has taken place

2. A real apology is sincerely made, and forgiveness requested: the person or 
institution that harmed another apologizes in a sincere and appropriate way, admits 
the specific harmful actions they have committed, and asks for forgiveness

3. Accepting the apology and forgiving the wrongdoer: the harmed person or 
community accepts the apology and forgives

4. Acts of atonement; the process of making things right: the parties agree on 
voluntary acts of atonement by the wrongdoer that will wipe the slate clean

5. Healing and reconciliation: the atonement acts are carried out in a process that 
fosters justice and compassion and genuine friendship
In the Light of Justice: The Rise of Human Rights in Native America and the U.N. 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, by Pawnee attorney, Walter Echo-
Hawk
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Healing
1. Recognize that harm has been done:

I told a Native friend, “I know some of the history of Quakers and 
the Indian Boarding Schools.”

2. A real apology is sincerely made, and forgiveness requested:

 I said, “I’m very sorry for what happened to Native children in those 
schools.”

3. Accepting the apology and forgiving the wrongdoer:

He nodded and smiled.  Later that day, he sharing his family’s story 
about forced assimilation

4. Acts of atonement; the process of making things right:

We have remained in contact since.

5. Healing and reconciliation: T

There was an occasion when the subject came up again, and I 
thanked him, again, for sharing his family’s story with me.  He said, 
“thanks for listening.”

Healing: Recognize that harm has been done:

I told a Native friend, “I know some of the history of Quakers and the Indian 
Boarding Schools.”

2. A real apology is sincerely made, and forgiveness requested:

 I said, “I’m very sorry for what happened to Native children in those schools.”

3. Accepting the apology and forgiving the wrongdoer:

He nodded and smiled.  Later that day, he sharing his family’s story about forced 
assimilation

4. Acts of atonement; the process of making things right:

We have remained in contact since.

5. Healing and reconciliation: T

There was an occasion when the subject came up again, and I thanked him, again, 
for sharing his family’s story with me.  He said, “thanks for listening.”
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With my friends Matthew Lone Bear (left) and Alton Onefeather, Sr

40



Richard Wagamese (October 14, 1955-March 10, 2017)
Ojibwe from Wabeseemoong Independent Nations, Canada

ALL THAT WE ARE IS STORY

From the moment we are born to the time we continue on our spirit journey 

we are involved in the creation of the story of our time here. It is what we 

arrive with. It is all we leave behind. We are not the things we accumulate. 

We are not the things we deem important. We are story. All of us. What 

comes to matter then is the creation of the best possible story we can while 

we’re here; you, me, us, together. When we can do that and we take the 

time to share those stories with each other, we get bigger inside, we see each 

other, we recognize our kinship —

we change the world one story at a time

ALL THAT WE ARE IS STORY

From the moment we are born to the time we continue on our spirit journey we are 

involved in the creation of the story of our time here. It is what we arrive with. It is all 

we leave behind. We are not the things we accumulate. We are not the things we 

deem important. We are story. All of us. What comes to matter then is the creation of 

the best possible story we can while we’re here; you, me, us, together. When we can 

do that and we take the time to share those stories with each other, we get bigger 

inside, we see each other, we recognize our kinship —

we change the world one story at a time

Richard Wagamese (October 14, 1955-March 10, 2017)

Ojibwe from Wabeseemoong Independent Nations, Canada
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https://seedingsovereignty.org/

https://www.lakotalaw.org/
http://boldiowa.com/

https://kislingjeff.wordpress.com/

https://friendspeaceteams.org/trr/

https://www.decolonizingquakers.org/

Email:  jakislin@outlook.com

#DECOLONIZE

#DECOLONIZE  https://seedingsovereignty.org/
https://www.lakotalaw.org/
http://boldiowa.com/
https://kislingjeff.wordpress.com/
https://www.decolonizingquakers.org/
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We begin by acknowledging that the Land between Two Rivers, where we sit and stand 

today, has been the traditional homeland for many independent nations. These include 

the Ioway and the Otoe, who were here since before recorded time. The Omaha and the 

Ponca were here, moving to new lands before white settlers arrived. The Pawnee used this 

land for hunting grounds. The Sioux, Sauk and Meskwaki were here long before European 

settlers came. Members of many different Indigenous nations have lived on these plains. 

Let us remember that we occupy their homeland and that this land was taken by force. 

Today, only the Meskwaki Nation, the Red Earth People, maintain their sovereignty on 

their land in the state of Iowa. They persevered and refused to be dispossessed of their 

home. Place names all over our state recognize famous Meskwaki chiefs of the 1800s like 

Poweshiek, Wapello, Appanoose, and Taiomah or Tama. We honor the Meskwaki Nation 

for their courage, and for maintaining their language, culture and spirituality. May our time 

together bring respectful new openings for right relationship to grow. 

Iowa Land Acknowledgement
We begin by acknowledging that the Land between Two Rivers, where we sit and 
stand today, has been the traditional homeland for many independent nations. These 
include the Ioway and the Otoe, who were here since before recorded time. The 
Omaha and the Ponca were here, moving to new lands before white settlers arrived. 
The Pawnee used this land for hunting grounds. The Sioux, Sauk and Meskwaki were 
here long before European settlers came. Members of many different Indigenous 
nations have lived on these plains. Let us remember that we occupy their homeland 
and that this land was taken by force. Today, only the Meskwaki Nation, the Red Earth 
People, maintain their sovereignty on their land in the state of Iowa. They persevered 
and refused to be dispossessed of their home. Place names all over our state 
recognize famous Meskwaki chiefs of the 1800s like Poweshiek, Wapello, Appanoose, 
and Taiomah or Tama. We honor the Meskwaki Nation for their courage, and for 
maintaining their language, culture and spirituality. May our time together bring 
respectful new openings for right relationship to grow. 
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My experiences related to community organizing

Indianapolis

2013 Keystone Pledge of Resistance (RAN)

Nonviolent direct action

2014 Kheprw Institute – Black youth mentoring

Quaker Social Change Ministry / racial justice

2016 #NoDAPL water protectors

Iowa

2017 IYMC Building Bridges with Native Americans

Christine Nobiss, Donnielle Wanatee

Meskwaki Powwow photos

Prairie Awakening

2018 Super Bowl USBank 

First Nation-Farmer Climate Unity March

Bold Iowa

Senator Grassley – Native legislation

Sunrise Movement – Green New Deal

Toward Right Relationships with Native Peoples

2019  National Network Assembly
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